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hHaving a cabin retreat for 

weekend or vacation use 

can be a wonderful way 

to spend some carefree 

time relaxing and getting 

away from the stresses of 

day-to-day life. To ensure 

your cabin remains a low-

maintenance destination 

that relieves headaches 

instead of adding to them, 

make preparations to 

open and close your cabin 

for extended periods away 

from it.

As you get used to readying your 
cabin each time you come and go, you’ll 
likely develop your own to-do list of 
things to take care of. Here’s a basic run-
down to get you started.

Closing Your Cabin
As you prepare your cabin to maintain 
itself during your absence, you mainly 
want to take as many precautions as 
possible to prevent problems that might 
arise while you are gone. A house is de-
signed for regular use, so think carefully 
about what might happen if your home 
sits stagnant and unattended.

With no one at home, it may seem 
cost-effective to simply turn off the heat 
or air conditioning, but this can invite 
a number of unpleasant issues. Un-
regulated temperatures can cause mold 
and mildew during warmer months, 
and frozen or burst pipes during colder 
ones, and interior doors can warp, mak-
ing them impossible to close or open, in 
a fl uctuating environment. Fortunately, 
devices such as programmable thermo-
stats can maintain a suitable tempera-

seasonal
safeguards

How to close and open your 
cabin to prevent accidents 
even when you’re not there
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Mill Direct Pricing of Quality Logs 
and Log Components for:

Developers | Manufacturers | Contractors | Owner/Builders

• Engelmann Spruce •
• Lodgepole Pine •

• Douglas Fir •
• Eastern White Pine •

• Cedar •

• Full Round •
• Saddle-Notched Corners •

• Swedish Cope •
• Log Siding with Full Corners •
• D-Style Logs • Chink-Style •

• Dovetail Corners •

MIDWEST WHOLESALE LOG SUPPLY, INC.
We are dedicated to providing the highest quality products and services.

Visit our website to see our prices, maintenance 
products, specialty pine products, and much more...

www.mwlsi.com

(573) 374-2424
fax: (573) 374-2425

e-mail: mwls@socket.net
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ture in your home, even if left unattended 
for long stretches of time.

Minimum and maximum thermo-
stat settings for unoccupied homes vary 
widely depending on the heating system 
you use, as well as the temperature and 
humidity variations in your region, so 
check with your heating system manu-
facturer for specifi c guidelines. Check 
with your insurance company as well, 
as many contracts stipulate a specifi c in-
ternal temperature range for coverage to 
apply. In general, however, setting your 
minimum internal temperature to 50 de-
grees in the winter and your maximum 
temperature to 85 degrees in the summer 
will ward off most problems.

In the event of an unexpected tem-
perature change (e.g., a power outage), 
other innovations can sense problems 
and alert you remotely. A freeze-sensing 
system, such as the Basic FreezeAlarm by 
Protected Home (protectedhome.com), 
monitors your home’s internal tempera-
ture and calls you if temperatures fall (or 
rise) abnormally.

You’ll want to prepare your home’s 
other utilities for your absence as well, 
as unprepared and unmonitored systems 
can break, causing major headaches. To 
avoid water damage from leaky pipes, 
close the valve to your home’s main wa-
ter supply after you turn down or turn off 
your water heater. Before turning off the 
water, fl ush fresh water into every toilet 
and sink, and close the lids on each toilet. 
This fi lls the traps with water and reduces 
the chance of evaporation, which can al-
low noxious septic gases into your home.  
Once the water is off, run your faucets to 
drain the lines completely.

Enjoy the convenience,
cleanliness of INCINOLET in 

your cabin, home, dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste to
clean ash, only electricity needed.

120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET – stainless steel, American
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world. 
Tested, listed by UL

NSF
USCG

Call 1-800-527-5551 www.incinolet.com
RESEARCH PRODUCTS • 2639 Andjon • Dallas, Texas 75220
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If your landscaping depends upon an 
automatic watering system that’s con-
nected to your home’s water supply, leave 
the main water source on and turn off the 
water to each individual fi xture and ap-
pliance (dishwasher, washing machine, 
refrigerator, every toilet and sink, etc.). 
Better yet, create a low-maintenance land-
scape that doesn’t depend on constant ar-
tifi cial watering.

Depending on what kind of water heat-
er you have, you can either shut it off en-
tirely or set it to a lower setting. Switch off 
the power to an electric water heater at the 
circuit breaker, or set your gas water heater 
to “pilot,” “low” or “vacation mode.”

For electronics, unplug unnecessary 
units (televisions, small kitchen applianc-
es, unneeded lights, etc.) at their source. 
Not only does this reduce the possibility 
of a fi re, it also cuts down on your electric 
bill as well as your chances of killing your 
electronics in the event of a power surge.

If your smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors run on batteries, check to see if 
they’re still working, and replace them at 
least twice a year even if they don’t run 
out. For more security, consider invest-
ing in a remote monitoring system, such 
as the Direct Connect 911 smoke detec-
tor  (directconnect911.com; see page 87) 
or Sensaphone (sensaphone.com). These 

devices can instantly alert you to problems 
by calling your pre-designated number if 
the alarm triggers. The Direct Connect 
911 system also alerts local emergency 
services for immediate response.

Enter to Win!
Get your hands on a Direct Connect 911 remote monitoring 

smoke detector with four months of free service! 

Submit your entry at countrysbestcabins.com/contest 

by April 30 for your chance to win.

The Magazines You Know And Love  
Now Available To Download

Whether you have a passion for custom wood homes,  
or love old-houses, we’ve got you e-covered. 

Available at loghome.com/digital

Available at oldhouseonline.com/digital

scan with  
your smartphone

Call today! 1-800-290-8510
www.WoodWaiter.com

We are Fowler Industries,
America’s Leading Innovator, developing 
Through-Floor Vertical Lift Solutions.

~ 30 Years in the Business ~

WoodWaiters®

HandyWaiters®

Simple
installation

Rugged
construction

Built-in
safety controls

also the 

HandyWaiter®
lifts wine, food and 
groceries up to four floors.

Efficient Electric Lift

Free Catalog: (800) 787-2001
www.VintageDoors.com

Screen & Storm . 3 Season Porches
Entry Units . Interior . Dutch . French

Louver . Pet Doors & More

HANDCRAFTED SOLID WOOD DOORS
Any Size.  Any Design.  Any Wood
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To further protect your home, take 
other anti-theft precautions to make your 
home look like it is being occupied while 
you’re away. Set lights on timers, and stop 
the delivery of your newspapers and mail. 
In the fall and winter, hire a neighbor to 
rake your leaves or shovel your snow.

To deter against pests and make your 
home more pleasant for your return, toss 
out any food that will expire before you 
come back, and tightly seal and date any 
open food containers that you plan to 
leave in your refrigerator or pantry. Go 
through every room, and collect all trash. 
If your trash collector won’t come until 
after you leave, bring your refuse with you 
and toss it at your earliest opportunity, or 
ask a neighbor if you can leave your last 
bag in his or her can so your trash won’t 
sit out for an extended period.

Lastly, ensure that everything is locked 
up tightly and that all safety measures are 
in place. The best alarm system in the world 
won’t do anything if you don’t activate it. 
Make sure that all your doors and windows 
are tightly closed and locked, and unplug 
your garage-door opener to deter unau-
thorized or accidental opening. In case of 
an emergency, ask a neighbor to keep an 
eye on your home and contact you in case 
anything crops up.

Opening Your Cabin
In general, making your cabin ready for use 
after an extended absence largely involves 
undoing the preparations you took to close 
it down after your last visit. After checking 
for any obvious issues, turn your utilities 
back on, and run fresh water through your 
toilets and sinks. Plug your electronics and 
appliances back in as needed, check on 
your smoke and carbon-monoxide detec-
tors, and slowly bring the temperature back 
to a comfortable level. If you expect to be 
back for a while, call to reinstate your mail 
and newspaper delivery as well as your 
trash collection, if available in your area.

Check your perimeter for any new prob-
lems. If your exterior walls are made of logs, 
check to make sure that no upward-facing 
cracks have developed, as these can collect 

It doesn't take more than a few 
moments to prepare your home for 

your comings and goings, but you'll rest 
easy when you're away knowing that 

you've taken care of all the details.

rainwater and damage the integrity of 
your wood. Clear any vegetation that has 
accumulated near your home’s founda-
tion to avoid problems associated with 
moisture, pests or fi re.

It doesn’t take more than a few mo-
ments to prepare your home for your 
comings and goings, but you’ll rest easy 
when you’re away knowing that you’ve 
taken care of all the details. With these 
basic steps, along with any others you 
develop for your home’s specifi c ame-
nities, climate and needs, your cabin 
can truly become a haven of relaxation 
while you’re there and a worry-free get-
away when you’re not. 

Many low-maintenance lawns can thrive 
on natural rainfall, and color can be added 
through seasonal accents, such as these 
autumn pumpkins and chrysanthemums. C
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It’s a QR (Quick Response) code that can be scanned with 
your smartphone giving you instant access to web pages and 
special content. You will see these codes on the pages of Cozy Cabins 
magazine to expand your reading experience!

Simply start the code reader application on your mobile device, 
point the camera at the QR code and enjoy the content. If your 
mobile device does not have a factory-installed code reader, you 
can download the app (from your mobile device) by going to The 
Market on Android, the App Store on iPhone or search online for 
alternative code readers at mobile-barcodes.com/qr-code-software.

WHAT’S THIS?

Log home builders and the home

        handyman will love this one-of

a-kind chainsaw attachment for 

debarking and notching.

The AmazingThe Amazing

LOG WIZARD
The Amazing

Goldec International Equipment Inc.
P.O. Box 3299, Alberta, Canada T7X 3A5

Phone: 780-960-2727 • Toll Free 877-640-2240
Fax: 780-960-2767 • www.Logwizard.com

Email: info@logwizard.com

To belong to the Log Homes Council,

a company has to meet a rigorous

set of membership requirements.

These include:

COUNCIL
the

Not Just Anyone
CAN JOIN

LOG HOMES

Don’t trust your life savings to a

company that can’t match these criteria.

Look for the Log Homes Council logo or visit 

loghomes.org for more information.

• Ensure the quality of each log through

 third party inspectors

• Adhere to a rigid code of ethics

• Provide a complete construction manual

•  er training to builders and contractors

• Sponsor research to raise log home

 standards nationwide

•  er truthful and accurate

 information to both buyers and builders

PEACE OF MIND

comes standard when you 

buy from these companies. 
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From beautiful log homes 
to stylish rustic cabins, 
we specialize in custom, 
handcrafted doors and 
cabinets to meet your needs. 
Pride and craftsmanship 
goes into every project. No 
wood species or design is 
beyond our consideration.

www.specialtywoodworksco.com

Established 1981

Phone: (406) 363-6353
Fax: (406) 363-6373
212 Pennsylvania Ave.
Hamilton, Montana 59840
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